
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



The Journal of Philosophy 
Psychology and Scientific Methods 



There is no similar journal in the field of scientific philosophy. It is 
issued fortnightly and permits the quick publication of short contributions, 
prompt reviews, and timely discussions. The contents of the last five 
issues are as follows : 

Volume VIII. No. 25. December 7, 1911 

Notes on the Philosophy of Henri Bergson. — I. Ralph Barton Pbbbt. 
Philosophy and the Flatfish. Walter B. Pitkin. 
Vicarious Functioning of Irrelevant Imagery. H. L. Hollingworth. 
Eeviews and Abstracts of Literature. Journals and New Books. Notes 

and News. 

Volume VIII. No. 26. December 21, 1911 
Report of the Committee on Definitions of the American Philosophical 

Association. 
The Foundations of Philosophy : Explicit Primitives. Christine Ladd- 

Franklin. 
Notes on the Philosophy of Henri Bergson. — II. Ralph Barton Perry. 
Notes and News. Index to Volume VIII. 

Volume IX. No. 1. January 4, 1912 
Do Things Exist ? John E. Boodin. 
Discussion : Consciousness and Behavior. A Reply. Edgar A. Singer, 

Jr. A Reply to Professor McGilvary's Questions. John Dewey. 
Reviews and Abstracts of Literature. Journals and New Books. Notes 

and News. 

Volume IX. No. 2. January 18, 1912 
The Aims and Methods of Introduction Courses : A Questionnaire. 

Jay William Hudson. 
The New Realism and the Old. W. P. Montague. 
Discussion : Opposition as Condition of Consciousness; Julius Pikler. 
Reviews and Abstracts of Literature. Journals and New Books. Notes 

and News. 

Volume IX. No. 3. February 1, 1912 
Doctrine of Specific Nerve Energies. J. W. Bridges. 
Is Inversion a Valid Inference ? E. L. Hicks. 
Societies : New York Branch of the American Psychological Association. 

A. L. Hollingworth. 
Reviews and Abstracts of Literature. Journals and New Books. Notes 

and News. 
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EUGENIO RIQNANO 

On the Inheritance of Acquired 
Characters 



AUTHORIZED TRANSLATION 

By BASIL C. H. HARVEY, University of Chicago. 



With an additional chapter on 

The Mnemonic Origin and Nature of Affective 
Tendencies 



Pp. 420. Cloth, $3.00 net ( 12s. 6d.) 



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE 

" T) IGNANO is a student of Biology who has also the training 
J~\j of an engineer and physicist. He has studied biological 
problems thoroughly from that standpoint. He offers in this book 
an explanation on a physical basis of assimilation, growth, cell 
division and differentiation, ontogeny and the biogenetic law of 
recapitulation, and he suggests a mechanism whereby the inheri- 
tance of acquired characters may be affected. 

Such a study of the most fundamental and difficult of biological 
problems could not fail to be of the greatest interest to all students 
of science. To discover the essential nature of living matter Biology 
needs the help of Physics and Chemistry. Therefore the translator 
has gladly consented to prepare for publication this translation first 
made for his own satisfaction. It has been revised by the author. 

University of Chicago, 1911. Basil Harvey. 

"Some deny flatly the possibility of ever arriving at an understanding of the 
nature of life. But if we ask ourselves in what this understanding of the nature of 
life could consist, from the point of view of positive philosophy, we have no 
difficulty in recognizing that such an understanding must be reduced to comparing 
vital phenomena with some physico-chemical model already known, suitably mod- 
ified by the particular special conditions imposed upon it so that just these special 
conditions shall determine the differences which exist between this vital phenom- 
enon and the phenomenon of the inorgauic world most closely related to it. If 
this be so, it is then the duty of science emphatically to reject such a d> nial of 
scientific thought as would be constituted by the renunciation of the quest of this 
undei standing Whether one clearly recognizes it or not, it is just this search for 
the nature of the vital principle which properly constitutes the principal object and 
the final goal of all biologic study in general." — E. Rignano, in " Acquired Charac- 
ters," p. SS4- 
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